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WHY PASSION MATTERS

A story shared by Danika Barker at Northern Edge Algonquin on August  7, 2011
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WHY VISION IN EDUCATION MATTERS

by Alanna King

Just before the bell goes, he throws down his backpack and pulls out his tablet, his phone 
and his earbuds and turns on the library computer.  He plugs into the jack on the front of 
the PC and waits.  Waits for the login prompt.  Waits for the homepage to load.  But 
meanwhile he’s checking in with his group who are at Tim Horton’s because they knew 
they were going to have a supply teacher but forgot to tell him.  No matter, they chatted 
about their upcoming presentation while watching SNL over the weekend so they’ll be 
ready.  Once the internet is up he opens a window and logs in to YouTube to check out 
the song he’s going to use in his drama presentation.  Because there isn’t any flash-based 
app on the tablet, he logs into Facebook, leaves a message on their group project wall 
telling everyone that he would at least appreciate a double-double, quickly jumps over to 
Cityville to collect rent and feels the cold bony fingers of  the supply teacher on his 
shoulder.   The regular teacher has been absent for every Tuesday this semester in order 
to participate in some PD work at the board office.
    

“I want you to log off  right now.  You’re wasting time.”
“But I’m just working on my group project!”  
“No, get off  now.  I can see that you’re on Facebook and on YouTube at the same 
time. “
“Well the librarian doesn’t mind, so why do you?”

Vision in education matters because students won’t function well with the mixed messages  
they’re getting from school every day.
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WHY PASSION MATTERS

by Danika Barker

I am a bad teacher. 

I procrastinate and daydream when I should be lesson-planning and finding ways to address the 
myriad of  curriculum expectations I’m supposed to be covering in my classes. I am very good at 
finding ways to avoid marking assignments and put off  developing rubrics. I’ve managed to avoid 
disaster, however, through my last-minute ability to suppress that compulsion to write stories, and 
paint pictures, and make-believe. 

And while I was good at the game of  school, I wasn’t really a good student either. I was involved 
in community theatre when I was in high school so I’d spend hours pretending to be other 
people. When I wasn’t doing that, I was probably hanging out in the art room painting and 
drawing imagined realities, or hiding in my bedroom writing what I thought would be the next 
great Canadian novel--while my history essay or chemistry homework sat abandoned in my 
locker. But I was good enough at the game of  school to pull it together at the last minute--
perhaps not achieving my full “potential,” but certainly doing well enough that no one gave me a 
hard time about it.  

For the longest time I saw this tendency toward play as a character defect. Now I’m starting to 
think that the system that discourages play and imagination and making mistakes might be the 
defect.  Some of  my best learning has occurred while immersing myself  in another world either 
through theatre or creative writing or visual arts. 

Why can’t school be a place where teachers and students are allowed to play and take risks and 
make mistakes without their passions being seen as character defects?
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WHY AUTHENTICITY MATTERS

by Ben Hazzard

Have you ever wondered if  the person you are portraying online aligns with who you are in your 
professional or personal life?

A long time ago people gathered around fires and told stories.  The lighting wasn’t great, so the 
drawings on the rock walls were abandoned and more descriptive language and tone was used to 
engage the audience. Using digital tools, authors now have more control about what they say, or 
will not say but non-verbal cues that provide context are minimized. 

Digital tools give authors more control over what is expressed but these messages are easily 
misunderstood.  So ‘digital presentation of  self ’ matters because we are using a new set of  tools 
to present ourselves to previously inaccessible audiences while deciding if  we are true to our 
authentic self.

So I wonder:  How might a changing audience, made possible with digital tools, influence our 
actions?

The circle around the fire has grown and the sharing is archived.  We can span geographic 
regions to find an audience based on interest, experience, or ideas.  We are no longer limited to 
being in the moment.   We are in the moment, but what we have shared digitally is available for 
others to see and may very well be available for future generations to see.

So I wonder:  How does archiving our presentation of  self  change our identity?

But are you really who you say you are?  New audiences with more powerful tools have left us 
with the same question that emerged thousands of  years ago: is the self  being presented 
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authentically or artificially?  The audience and author must critically view the core messages that 
we are sharing; regardless of  the tool to ensure it is authentic.

So I wonder: What influence can we, as educators, have on our own school communities by 
modeling authenticity in our personal and professional communications?



WHY ONLINE STUDENT COLLABORATION MATTERS

by Heather Durnin

Online student collaboration harnesses the positive influence of  social media and allows students 
to begin a digital footprint that will help them become responsible global internet participants. 
Every time we have a conversation with others, we open new opportunities to grow and to learn. 
Through experience, I've come to realize that as students participate in online communities on 
collaborative projects, their interactions have been one of  the most valuable parts of  their 
learning.

Throughout the process, students use critical thinking to evaluate, defend and share resources, 
creating a product in the process. Their growing communication skills helps students reflect on 
their learning, as well as develop metacognition skills which support the goal of  becoming a self-
directed, lifelong learner.

As one student reflects,  
“To me this project was a lot more than just trying to get a good grade. Because our project was 
successful, despite some minor setbacks along the way, I think we’ve paved the way for a new 
generation of  learning. No longer will students have to choose groups from their own classroom. 
Teachers now have the opportunity to assign group members from thousands of  miles away, and 
that to me is extraordinary.”  Shawn K., Grade 8
 
Using communication technology in authentic learning opportunities supports student growth as 
life-long learners.  Web 2.0 tools and social media sites help students connect with other students 
and professionals around the globe, tapping into the knowledge of  millions as they develop their 
own personal learning network.  
 
Learning is most authentic when it is developed from the communities outside of  the school.  In 
his book, Creating Tomorrow’s Schools Today, Richard Gerver writes, “if  the story comes solely 
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from teachers it will always feel make believe; if  it comes from all of  us it can be real.”  It’s our 
role as teachers to provide the resources and teach effective literacies of  online communication.  
We must also create reflective learners who are able to recognize the values in learning alongside 
others.  This allows students to see how the outside world can help define their stories.
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WHY SHARING MATTERS

by John Evans

In ancient times, the sharing of  the basic necessities of  life meant survival. It evolved into the 
sharing of  stories as a means to transmit knowledge of  people, places and things. Today, the 
aspect of  sharing is often thought of  as a basic skill which we teach our children in the earliest 
stages of  infancy all the way through to adulthood. Anyone who has any type of  relationship with 
a child has certainly uttered the phrase “Now share nicely!”

Now we come to the art of  teaching where traditionally teachers have independently developed 
lessons and activities for the students in their care. Some have reluctance to share with others 
because they fear their work might be critiqued, while still others feel the effort they put into their 
lessons is for their use only, let others do this work themselves.

Yet for many years there has been another group of   teachers who decided that through sharing 
and collaboration they can develop better lessons and, as a result have stretched their own 
thinking and pedagogy in new ways. This isn’t really new; it’s happened in schools around the 
globe for years amongst willing teachers but with today’s social software platforms it has become 
far easier to do so with the teacher down the hall, across town, and around the globe. These 
teachers are finding that their technology enable professional learning networks affords them 
opportunities for their own learning and inevitably that of  their students that is far greater than 
they could ever have accomplished on their own.

By sharing our ideas, resources, successes and yes our failures too, it allows others to learn 
alongside of  us. It develops our own world views, skills and attitudes and can make us far better 
teachers and individuals. It is through the act of  sharing that we show our humanity. That's why 
sharing matters.
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WHY UNPLUGGING MATTERS

by Sherrie Buchner

I started writing this as I was breathing-in the scents of  fresh basil and the Ontario lakeside air, 
listening to the sounds of  birds chirping and relaxed real-life conversations of  some of  the most 
influential and innovating educators in Canada.  These are the people whose blogs, videos, 
twitter feeds, and replies motivate, challenge and teach me every day, most of  whom I have only 
met or learned from online.  This group that usually congregates online is meeting face-to-face in 
an unplugged-from-internet-and-phone weekend of  collaboration with a goal of  creating a vision 
for Canadian education.  

When I had learned that we were going to have to write something and share it for the Canadian 
Education Summit I wanted to back out and I panicked.  I am not a risk taker, though I strive to 
be every day.

The editing process frustrated me at first because I didn’t get the criticism that I needed and I 
had expectations that the connections here were going to tell me something that I didn’t already 
know.   I didn’t have anything to share that anyone else here hadn’t already done or experienced.  
But sharing without distraction is part of  the point of  the process.  

We found a tranquil location to meet, and Ben reminded me that we need to be willing to share 
our vulnerabilities, be transparent and show our true selves.  Danika, Ben and Alanna reminded 
me that we need to drop our egos.  That’s what I came here for - the honest and open debate in a 
safe atmosphere that is not a stuffy hotel conference room and for reminders, validation and new 
thoughts of  what’s important in education .. and in life.  I need to be challenged to grow and 
learn.  I need to spend time with like-minds and people I admire.  I need to be present in the 
moment.  I learned that I need to arrange more time for intentional introspection and reflection - 
to rediscover my passions. In our collaborative process my needs were met.   
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As I sit and reflect under this mighty maple tree, I’m listening a little closer to the voice in my 
head. 

When I leave this summit and go back to my home I’m going to make a major life change after 
only two days of  being unplugged and collaborating.

Time away from outside connectivity can open up opportunities for different kinds of  personal 
connections.  You can sit back, contemplate, reflect, clear the clutter from your thoughts, re-align 
your compass, and soak it all in while your personal batteries are recharging.  
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